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This weekend marks the beginning of a particularly significant week in the life of Catholic 
education.  The tribute is prominently known as Catholic Schools Week.  During each of the 
masses this weekend, SFdS graduates and their parents proudly declare the profound influence 
that our school has had on their lives and that of their family.  What’s more, the blessing of 
Catholic education throughout the world has produced men and women of great influence and 
accomplishment. People like: Pope Francis (The Current Pontiff), Albert Einstein (Renowned 
Scientist), Condoleezza Rice (former U.S. Secretary of State), Tom Clancy (American Novelist), 
Bing Crosby (Musical Entertainer and Actor), John Roberts (Current Supreme Court Chief 
Justice), Sonia Maria Sotomayor (Current and First Hispanic Supreme Court Justice), Joe Biden 
(Current Vice-President), Charles Schwab (American Businessman), and countless others. And 
the shared common denominator between this influential list of individuals, they attended 
Catholic Schools. And as we look to the next generation of influential scientists, successful 
businessmen leaders, political leaders, musicians, writers, and religious leaders; we may need to 
look no further than in the desks of Catholic schools. What’s more, future leaders of influence 
may even come from the ‘charming little schoolhouse’ that sits on Camden Avenue. 
 
As the proud principal of our parish school, I see the indispensable value that our Pre-K through 
8th grade Catholic school education can have on our. To this point, I believe graduates from St. 
Francis de Sales have been immersed in a culture where: 
 

1. doing one’s best is expected and highly prized by students and faculty alike. 
2. one’s moral development is based on Gospel values. 
3. the uniqueness of each individual is recognized and celebrated by students and faculty. 
4. experiences and opportunities to know God as a very real presence in their life is both 

honored and respected. 
5. the mission of our school is counter-culture to the materialistic, self-absorbed, image-

centric distortions that have become reality for many of their peers. 
6. leadership is not simply an ideal, but rather a living and active standard for their life 

beyond their academic years. 
7. the teachers provide relevant, engaging and challenging curriculum that embraces the 

application of multiple intelligences. 
8. the clear and articulate presentation of thoughts and ideas is embroiled into all aspects 

of the curriculum. 
9. they are free to learn and love each other in a faith-filled, safe and protected atmosphere 

of goodness, care and concern. 
10. they have developed a thirst for justice and for peace. 

 
For those families seeking such a culture, please consider attending our Admissions Open House 
presentation on Wednesday, February 3rd at 9:30am in our Parish Center Conference Room. 
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